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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . Applicant's amendment was received on 1 1/23/05 and has been entered and 
made of record. Currently, claims 1 , 4-8, 11-15, and 18-21 are pending. 

Drawings 

2. Applicant's amendments to the specification to include reference characters 
previously omitted as overcome the objection to the Drawings as cited in the previous 
Office Action. Therefore the objection has been withdrawn. 

Specification 

3. Applicant's amendment to the specification to correct minor informalities has 
overcome the objection to the specification as cited in the previous Office Action. 
Therefore the objection has been withdrawn. 



Application/Control Number: 09/986,254 
Art Unit: 2622 



Page 3 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

4. Applicant's amendment to claims 15-21 to rewrite the claims in statutory form 
have overcome the rejection as cited in the previous Office Action. Therefore the 
rejection has been withdrawn. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments filed 1 1/23/05 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

In response to applicant's arguments regarding the rejection of claims 1-21, 
particularly claim 1, wherein on pages 15-18, the applicant asserts that the reference of 
Schwartz fails to disclose determining an operation mode from among a plurality of 
operation modes based on a selection criterion and based on analysis of generated 
print data wherein the selection criterion is updated based on an acquisition result of a 
printing speed for print processing or the quality of print produced by the print 
processing. The examiner respectfully disagrees as Schwartz does disclose such 
features. Particularly, Schwartz discloses a print driver that analyzes data in real time, 
which suggests that an updating process must take place, and the print driver selects 
the optimum print model based on specification from the user and the print data 
analyzed (see column 3 lines 65-67 and column 4 lines 22-27 and 42-50). The user 
selects whether the print driver will select the optimum model based upon print speed or 
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quality and the print driver is capable of switching formats on a page-by-page basis. All 
of the above discloses a system analogous to the claimed invention. The newly added 
limitation of displaying an evaluation screen and acquiring an evaluation result input by 
a user via the evaluation screen will be addressed in the following rejection. 
6. In response to applicant's argument that there is no suggestion to combine the 
references, the examiner recognizes that obviousness can only be established by 
combining or modifying the teachings of the prior art to produce the claimed invention 
where there is some teaching, suggestion, or motivation to do so found either in the 
references themselves or in the knowledge generally available to one of ordinary skill in 
the art. See In re Fine, 837 F.2d 1071, 5 USPQ2d 1596 (Fed. Cir. 1988)and In re 
Jones, 958 F.2d 347, 21 USPQ2d 1941 (Fed. Cir 1992). In this case, the motivation 
was found in the knowledge generally available to one of ordinary skill in the art. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



7. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

8. Claims 1, 4-8, 11-15, and 18-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Schwartz in view of Sampath. 

Regarding claims 1, 8, and 15, Schwartz discloses a print control method, 
apparatus, and storage medium containing a print control program for performing print 
mode which is to a print request from processing in an operation mode which is 
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automatically determined from among a plurality of operation modes in response to a 
print request from an application program (see column 1 lines 9-14 and column 4 lines 
42-50), comprising: a print data generating step of generating print data in intermediate 
condition and temporarily storing the generated print data, wherein said print data 
generating step is responsive to the print request from the application program, and 
wherein the intermediate condition is independent of a particular page description 
language (see column 6 line 65-column 7 line 4 and column 1 1 lines 41-47), a print data 
analyzing step of analyzing the temporarily stored generated print data (see column 6 
line 40-column 7 line 39, column 8 lines 34-52, column 9 lines 12-33, and column 11 
lines 27-30), and a determination step of determining the operation mode from among 
the plurality of operation modes based on the analysis in said print data analyzing step 
(see column 3 lines 65-67, column 4 lines 22-27, column 7 lines 11-15, column 9 lines 
12-25, and column 10 lines 19-26), a print processing step of processing the temporarily 
stored generated print data in accordance wit the determined operation mode (see 
column 3 lines 65-67, column 4 lines 22-27, column 6 line 40-column 7 line 39, and 
column 9 lines 12-33), a response acquiring step in which, by querying evaluation of a 
printing speed for the print the quality of print produced by processing or the print 
processing, a response is acquired (see column 5 line 45-column 6 line 15 and column 
6 line 65-column 7 line 20), and an updating step of updating the selection criterion 
based on an evaluation result (see column 3 lines 65-67 and column 4 lines 22-27 and 
42-50). 
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Schwartz does not disclose expressly a display step of displaying an evaluation 
screen for querying evaluation of a printing speed for the print processing or for 
querying the quality of print produced by the print processing and an evaluation 
acquisition step of acquiring an evaluation result input by a user via the evaluation 
screen displayed in said displaying step. 

Sampath discloses a display step of displaying an evaluation screen for querying 
evaluation of a printing speed for the print processing or for querying the quality of print 
produced by the print processing and an evaluation acquisition step of acquiring an 
evaluation result input by a user via the evaluation screen displayed in said displaying 
step (see column 6 lines 33-50, column 7 lines 7-49, and column 8 lines 1-20, reference 
states that the system detects the quality of an image which can be displayed for the 
user to view and augment and/or verify the results, which is analogous to the claim 
limitations). 

Schwartz & Sampath are combinable because they are from the same field of 
endeavor, printing based on image quality. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to combine the verifying or evaluating of image quality by a user, as 
described by Sampath and which is well known in the art, with the system of Schwartz. 

The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been to improve customer 
satisfaction and verify the results are that which the customer desires. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Sampath with Schwartz to 
obtain the invention as specified in claims 1, 8, and 15. 
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Regarding claims 4, 11 , and 18, Schwartz and Sampath disclose the system 
discussed in claims 1, 8, and 15, and Schwartz further discloses a classification step of 
outputting classification data by analyzing the temporarily stored print data so that the 
print data is classified into one of classifications based on the type of the print data (see 
column 7 lines 21-31 and column 7 line 40-column 8 line 33, reference shows that print 
data is made up of one of three kinds of objects to be drawn, the three being bitmaps, 
graphics, and text and depending on which of these is to be output, the calculations 
about the processing and the selection of an optimal print model are decided), and a 
storage step in which, based on the evaluation result acquired in said evaluation 
acquisition step and the classification data output in said classification step, a the 
selection is updated (see column 3 lines 65-67, column 4 lines 22-27 and 42-50, column 
6 line 40-column 7 line 1 1 , column 8 lines 30-62, and column 9 lines 1-9, reference 
shows that data is stored in either the printer or the host and is processed depending on 
the type of print data in a particular manner). 

Regarding claims 5, 12, and 19, Schwartz and Sampath disclose the system 
discussed in claims 4, 1 1, and 18, and Schwartz further discloses wherein, said 
determination step determines the operation mode also based on the classification data 
(see column 5 line46-column 6 line 15 and column 6 line 40-column 8 line 62, reference 
shows that based on the print quality and speed and the type of print data, bitmap, 
graphic, or text, an optimal print mode is selected and the print data is processed 
accordingly). 



Application/Control Number: 09/986,254 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2622 

Regarding claims 6, 13, and 20, Schwartz and Sampath disclose the system 
discussed in claims 1, 8, and 15, and Sampath further discloses wherein said displaying 
step displays a plurality of options to query the evaluation of the printing speed for the 
print processing or the quality of print produced by the print processing, and wherein 
said evaluation acquisition step acquires a selected option as the evaluation result (see 
column 6 lines 33-50, column 7 lines 7-49, and column 8 lines 1-20, reference states 
that the system detects the quality of an image which can be displayed for the user to 
view and augment and/or verify the results, which is analogous to the claim limitations). 

Regarding claims 7, 14, and 21, Schwartz and Sampath disclose the system 
discussed in claims 1, 8, and 15, and Sampath further discloses a test-print designation 
step for designating a test print in which a process of querying the evaluation of the print 
is performed, wherein, when the test print is designated in said test-print designation 
step, the evaluation of the print is acquired in said evaluation acquisition step (see 
column 6 lines 37-50 and column 7 lines 39-49). 
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Conclusion 



9. Applicants amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mark R. Milia whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
7408. The examiner can normally be reached M-F 8:00am-4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward Coles can be reached at (571 ) 272-7402. The fax number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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